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The Informing and Explanatory Teaching Method and the Situational Teaching Method .
The Epistemology of Two Kinds of Teaching Method

Fan Zhaoxiong
(School of Education, Lingnan Normal University, Zhanjiang Guangdong 524048, China)

Abstract: The informing and explanatory teaching method and the situational teaching method are
two basic views of teaching method epistemology. The informing and explanatory teaching method
understands teaching and learning as a process of knowledge transfer based on the inheritance of cultural
knowledge and helps students to acquire knowledge quickly. On the other hand, the situational teaching
method assumes that knowledge is constantly constructed by the subject in a particular situation.
Following the logic of scientific knowledge production, problematic inquiry situations are created to allow
students to review the process of knowledge production and to develop the habit of thinking about
problems and the ability to create new knowledge. These two kinds of teaching methods have been
adapted to different teaching goals and evaluation standards.

Key words: teaching method; the informing and explanatory teaching method; the situational

teaching method; teaching method epistemology
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